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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-5981 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (July 7, 1987) 
CHARLESTON, ILL.--Six distinguished alumnus awards will be 
presented by Eastern Illinois University during Homecoming activities on 
Oct. 17, it was announced today by President Stanley Rives. 
Recipients are: 
Burl Ives, internationally-known entertainer; 
Raymond L. and Carolyn Miller Fischer (joint award), both educators 
in Grand Forks, N.D.; 
James L. Hanks, State Farm Insurance Companies, Indiana office; 
Rex D. Cooley, Marathon Oil Company, Findlay, Ohio; 
And, Dr. K. Wayne Ratts, Monsanto Agricultural Company, St. Louis, 
Mo. 
Ives, called by Carl Sandburg, "the mightiest troubador of this or 
any other century," attended Eastern from 1927 to 1930. A native of Hunt, 
Jasper County, Ives holds an honorary doctor of humane letters degree from 
Eastern. 
Now living in Montecito, Calif., Ives is a singer and actor, 
including stage, radio, movies and television, and the author of nine 
books. A football player at Eastern, Ives earned an Academy Award for 
best supporting actor for his role in The Big Country. He is the national 
honorary chairman of Eastern's Tenth Decade Campaign, a fund raising 
operation. 
Cooley, formerly of Charleston, graduated from Eastern in 1959 with 
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a B.S. degree in accounting. He joined Marathon in 1959 and currently is 
Senior Vice President, Finance and Administration and Director of the 
Marathon Board and member of the executive committee. 
At Marathon, Cooley served in a series of data processing and 
accounting positions until he was appointed a section supervisor in the 
international accounting organization. He has served Marathon in West 
Germany and England. In 1985, the Lumpkin College of Business, Eastern, 
cited Cooley as a Distinguished Alumnus. 
Hanks, who graduated in 1947, is a regional vice president and is 
in charge of all State Farm auto, life, fire and health insurance programs 
in Indiana. He lives in West Lafayette. 
He serves on Eastern's Tenth Decade Campaign Cabinet and is a 
member of the EIU Foundation's Board of Directors. At Eastern, he was 
editor of the News, student newspaper, both before and after service in 
World War II. He taught in Illinois high schools for five years before 
joining State Farm. Hanks is a native of Crossville, in southern 
Illinois. 
Raymond Fischer, Director of Graduate Studies in the School of 
Communication, University of North Dakota, received the B.S. degree at 
Eastern in 1954 and the M.S. degree in 1956. Fischer's formative years 
were spent in Stonington and he is a graduate of Stonington High School. 
Mrs. Fischer, formerly of Charleston, '55 and '58, is the advanced 
placement English teacher at Red River High School in Grand Forks. Both 
taught at Mattoon High School, Illinois State University, and the 
University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh, before moving to North Dakota. 
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As a husband-wife team, the Fischers have taught for 64 years. 
Both have written widely in the education field and have participated in 
many civic activities. 
Ratts, a native of Martinsville, earned a B.S. degree at Eastern in 
1954 (chemistry) and the Ph.D. from Ohio State University in 1959. He 
joined Monsanto's Agricultural Division that same year as a senior 
research chemist. 
In 1975 he was named Manager, Research, Process Technology and in 
1978 he was promoted to Research Director and subsequently to Director, 
Chemical Research. He is a recipient of the St. Louis Section Award of 
the American Chemical Society, given in recognition of outstanding 
contributions to the profession of chemistry. Ratts lives in Ballwin, Mo. 
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